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Session Outline 

 Benefits of  planning instrumental music lessons 

 

 Creating Units of  Work 

 

 Assessment methods 



What is a curriculum??? 

As individual list 10 concepts you would like to teach with this piece 

In a pair come up with top five concepts 

In a group of  four come up with top five concepts 



Planning student learning 

• Knowing the work 

• Knowing the curriculum 

• Having a short, medium and long term plan 



Areas of  Learning in Music 

• Listening and internalising 

• Making and controlling musical sounds: developing technique 

• Creating, developing and interpreting musical ideas 

• Playing/singing music 

• Playing/singing music with others 

• Performing and communicating 

• Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of  music 

• Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of  music 

• Improvising melodies, variations and accompaniments 

• Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines 

• Reading and notating music 

• Listening to, analysing and describing music 

• Evaluating music and music performance 

• Understanding the relationship between music, the arts, and disciplines outside 

the arts 

• Understanding music in relation to history and culture 

Literacy 

• Instrument 

• Symbols and terms 

• Rhythm and Melody 

• Sight Reading 

Technique 

• Posture 

• Tuning & Intonation 

• Tone 

• Articulation 

• Pitch repertoire 

Performance 

• Solo 

• Ensemble 



Recommended Resources: DEQ 



Recommended Resources: DEQ 



Recommended Resources: FMS 



Creating a Unit of  Work 

Objective 

 

 

Prior learning 

 

 

Sequence 

 

 

Activities 

 

 

Repertoire 

 

 

Resources 

 

 

Assessment 

1 2 3 



Sample Unit of  Work – Curtain Up! 



Sample Unit of  Work – The GHS Jazz Club 



Questions 



Why is assessment important? 

Improves student learning Informs teaching effectiveness 

Helps students achieve the 

highest standard they can 
Provides meaningful reports 

on achievements 



Assessment: What? 

Instrument Technique Goals 

•  instrument knowledge 

•  playing posture 

•  tone 

•  pitch repertoire 

•  tuning and intonation 

•  articulation 

•  conveyance of  musical symbols and 

terms 

Musical Goals 

•  performance of  music 

•  responding to music 

•  understanding of  melodic, rhythmic and 

harmonic properties 

•  recognition of  the world’s music heritage 

through a range of  repertoire 

•  music as a mode of  expression 

•  improvisation and composition 

Learning Goals 

•  attendance 

•  attitude/behavior 

•  organisation 

•  effort 

•  ability to work in teams 

•  self-reflection 



Assessment time! 



Discussion 

What do you think are the strengths of  this assessment tool? 

What are the challenges with this assessment tool? 

Golden rules of  assessment 

-What is the purpose of  it? 

-How effective is it? 

-How reliable is it? 



Assessment: How? 

Checklists 
- Good for technical objectives that are 

competency based 

- Gives a vision of  students as 

accomplished learners 

- Composed before instruction begins 

Does not explore levels of  achievement 

(how many of  the accents were correct) 

 

Potential for context independence 

(Duke, 2013, p. 73) 



Assessment: How? 

Rating Scale 
- Includes criteria with levels of  achievement that describe the quality or 

frequency of  student work 

- More detailed than checklist by measuring degree of  performance level 

- Can be numerical (1 is low, 5 is high), qualitative (never, always) or a 

combination (1 never, 5 always)  

Potential for ambiguous terms that are unreliable 



Assessment: How? 

Rubric 
A rubric is a tool for segmented assessment which gives a range of  

criteria relevant to the standard and a range of  levels of  achievement 

It includes a detailed description of  the characteristics for each level of  

achievement, showing the progression to mastery. 



Self-assessment 

- Gives concrete evidence of  a student’s understanding 

- Student can be involved in the development of  the criteria 

- Ability to compare self-evaluation to peer-evaluation to teacher-evaluation 

- Supports goal of  becoming a self-sufficient musician 

Open  Describe your tone quality _______________________________ 

 

Prompt  Tone Quality (overal control, warmth, clarity and consistency) 

 

Likert  Tone Quality     1(poor) 2 3 4 5 (excellent) 

 

Hybrid     

Needs care to be a positive growth task, not continually lowering self-esteem. 

Guidance of  how to complete: I, WE, YOU. 



Assessment: How? 

• Pieces leant and their opinions of  them 

• A list of  all performances and how they went 

• Comments on improvisation (could have audio 

or visual recording) 

• Pieces heard (on recordings or played by friends) 

• Projects undertaken 

• Own compositions 

• Pictures collected (of  themselves playing; 

famous players; the instrument etc) 

• Contributions from the teacher 

Portfolio 
- A record of  musical achievements throughout the year 

- Displays growth of  student understanding and skills 

- Students feel they have more ownership of  the content 

Requires extra time commitment from student 

(Harris, 2014, p.  64) 



Questions 


